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DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ELLISTON 

By-Law Made Under the Local Government Act 1999 

By-law No. 7 - Foreshore 

For the management of local government land comprising the beach and foreshore under the control 
of the Council. 

1. Definitions

In this by-law:

1.1 authorised person has the same meaning as in the Local Government Act 1999; 

1.2 boat includes a raft, pontoon, personal watercraft or any other similar device; 

1.3 boat ramp means the facilities constructed, maintained and operated for the launching 
and retrieval of a boat, yacht or seagoing craft; 

1.4 emergency vehicle has the same meaning as in the Australian Road Rules; 

1.5 emergency worker has the same meaning as in the Road Traffic (Road Rules – 
Ancillary and Miscellaneous Provisions) Regulations 2014; 

1.6 foreshore means the area between the low water mark on the seashore and the 
nearest boundary of: 

1.6.1 a road; 

1.6.2 a section; 

1.6.3 a public reserve; or 

1.6.4 land comprised in a land grant, Crown Land or Crown Licence; 

1.7 horse includes pony, mule and donkey; 

1.8 low water mark means the lowest meteorological tide; 

1.9 open public water means any stream, river, creek, sea within the foreshore; 

1.10 personal watercraft has the same meaning as in the Harbors and Navigation Act 
1993; 

1.11 vehicle has the same meaning as in the Road Traffic Act 1961. 

2. Prohibited Activities

A person must not on the foreshore:
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2.1 Annoyances 

2.1.1 jump, dive, propel or throw any person(s) or object from any structure into any 
open public water; 

2.1.2 conduct him or herself in such a manner that may annoy others, 
unreasonably interfere with the lawful activities of others, endanger the public, 
or cause any inconvenience to any other persons, make excessive noise or 
create a disturbance, unless authorised by the Council; 

2.2 Kiosk, Pergola or Surf Club 

use any kiosk, pergola, surf club: 

2.2.1 for any other purpose other than for which it was not designed or constructed; 

2.2.2 or remain therein for longer than is necessary to effect such purpose; 

2.3 Vehicles 

2.3.1 drive or propel a vehicle except on an area of the foreshore set aside by the 
Council for that purpose and identified by means of signs, devices or fencing. 

3. Activities requiring permission

A person must not without permission on the foreshore:

3.1 Animals 

3.1.1 allow or suffer any animal under his or her control to swim or bathe in the sea 
or any other open public water to the inconvenience, annoyance or danger of 
any other person bathing or swimming; 

3.1.2 take any horse or camel onto or allow it to remain on the foreshore or to bathe 
in any open public water except between the hours of midnight and 9am and 
then only in such areas of the foreshore as Council may by resolution direct; 

3.1.3 drive or exercise any horse in such a manner as to endanger the safety of 
any person thereon; 

3.2 Bathing 

swim or bathe at a time when swimming or bathing in that place has been prohibited as 
indicated by a sign or signs displayed on the land; 

3.3 Boat ramps 

subject to the provisions of the Harbours and Navigation Act 1993: 

3.3.1 use or launch a boat or other object from any boat ramp or in any area except 
where a sign or signs are displayed by the Council requiring the purchase of a 
permit prior to launch; 

3.3.2 in respect of a permit issued under subclause 3.3.1: 

3.3.2.1 the Council shall prescribe a fee at least once in each financial 
year for permits to use a boat ramp; 
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3.3.2.2 a permit may be purchased for a fee to which conditions of use 
shall be attached and applicable; 

3.3.2.3 upon request of an authorised person, any person about to use 
(unless they have not yet had the opportunity to purchase a ticket) 
using or having used a boat ramp, must produce a permit 
purchased prior to the request in compliance with this by-law; 

3.3.2.4 the Council, or such other person as the Council may authorise by 
resolution for that purpose, may exempt organisations involved in 
search and rescue at sea from the requirement to purchase a 
permit; 

3.3.2.5 the Council may, by resolution and the erection of a sign or signs, 
restrict the use of special areas or boat ramps to either 
commercial or recreational use, or prohibit their use entirely; and  

3.3.2.6 this subclause 3.3.2 will only apply to such parts of the Council’s 
area and at such times as the Council may by resolution 
determine from time to time; 

3.3.3 allow any vehicle, boat, yacht or other seagoing craft to remain stationery on 
any boat ramp longer than is necessary to launch or retrieve a boat; 

3.4 Charge admission 

charge admission or seek payment for entering; 

3.5 Conducting events etc. 

conduct or hold any event, concert, festival, show, public gathering, meeting, 
performance or any similar activity; 

3.6 Dressing sheds 

use any dressing shed or enclosure for other than the purpose of changing into or from 
bathing garments, or remain there for longer than is necessary for that purpose; 

3.7 Erection of signs 

erect or display any sign, hoarding or notice; 

3.8 Fishing 

3.8.1 endanger another person by casting a fishing line or have one in the water 
from any beach, jetty, structure or boat while there are other persons in the 
water in the vicinity of the fishing line; or 

3.8.2 to which this sub-paragraph applies cast a fishing line, net or trap to catch 
water creatures; 

3.9 Jetties 

comprising a jetty: 

3.9.1 jump or dive from the jetty into water or onto a beach; 

3.9.2 tie or affix any water craft to the jetty; 
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3.9.3 after being requested to leave a jetty by an authorised officer for an alleged 
offence, come back onto the jetty on the same day; 

3.10 Moorings 

3.10.1 enter or be on any mooring or mooring area unless with the consent of the 
person who has the right to use the mooring or mooring area; 

3.10.2 to moor a vessel or enter a mooring area to which permission is required and 
is generally closed to the general public. 

4. Exemptions

The restrictions in this by-law do not apply to any Police Officer, Council Officer or employee
acting in the course and within the scope of that person’s normal duties, or to a contractor while
performing work for the Council and while acting under the supervision of a Council Officer, or
an emergency worker when driving an emergency vehicle.

5. Application of Paragraph

Any of subparagraph 2.3.1, 3.2, 3.3.2 and 3.8.2 of this by-law shall apply only in such portion or
portions of the Foreshore as the Council may be resolution direct in accordance with Section
246 (3) (e) of the Local Government Act 1999.

The foregoing by-law was duly made and passed at a meeting of District Council of Elliston held on 
the 20th day of October 2015 by an absolute majority of the members for the time being 
constituting the Council, there being at least two thirds of the members present. 

............................................................  
Mr Phil Cameron 
Chief Executive Officer 


