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Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to establish criteria for effective management of 
applications for grants funded by external organisations, to ensure consistent and 
objective analysis that is aligned to corporate objectives prior to applying for external 
grant funding. 

Legislative Framework and other References 
There is no legislative requirement for Council to have a policy relating to this area.   

The following legislations apply to this policy: 
Local Government Act 1999:  Section 133 states that Council may obtain funds as 
permitted by or under this or another Act and as may otherwise be appropriate in order 
to carry out its functions under this or another Act i.e. by obtaining grants and other 
allocations of money. 

Other References:  Council’s documents including: 

• Annual Business Plan 
• Fees and Charges Schedule 
• Long Term Financial Plan 
• Records Management Policy 
• Strategic Plan 
• Procurement Policy 

Definitions 
For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions apply: 

CEO:  Chief Executive Officer (including their delegate) of the District Council of 
Elliston 
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External Grant Funding:  Money that is given to Council by an External Body (funding 
provider) in order to deliver a specific project or program, provide a new service or 
enhance an existing service. 

Policy 
There is a diverse range and level of funding that Council can apply for in relation to 
its own activities or any regional activities the Council is involved with.  This policy 
outlines the factors that must be considered prior to applying for External Grant 
Funding. 

Application 
When applying for any External Grant Funding opportunities, the following should be 
considered: 

• Alignment/consistency with Council’s Objectives – all funding applications 
should align with Council’s strategic plan, annual business plan and/or other 
strategic management plans; 

• Council’s required contribution (both in-kind or financial), alignment to existing 
budget approvals and future budget requirements, and ability for value of grant 
funding to be sufficient to meet stakeholder expectations; 

• Impact on internal and external stakeholders, including establishing clearly 
defined and agreed roles and responsibilities for managing External Grant 
Funding and meeting the required outcomes; 

• Assessment of relevance and risks to the community and Council; 
• Ability to comply with proposed contractual terms and conditions, other relevant 

legal requirements (e.g. licence requirements), and Council policies (e.g. 
Procurement Policy); 

• Whole of life cost impacts of the funding opportunity if relevant (which takes into 
account all aspects of cost over time including capital, maintenance, 
management, insurance, disposal and operating costs); 

• Project management and administration costs associated with the External 
Grant Funding (including but not limited to project management, risk 
management, procurement, promotion, communication, reporting, monitoring, 
evaluation, etc.) 

• Ability for Council to deliver the agreed grant objectives within approved 
timelines; 

• Opportunities for regional funding partnerships and the benefits and risks 
associated with entering into these partnerships. 

Appropriate records will be kept in accordance with Council’s Record Management 
Policy. 
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Approval 
The Council is required to approve any External Grant Funding applications that 
require additional funding outside of Council’s current budget and are outside of 
financial employee delegations. 

External Grant Funding applications must be submitted to Council for approval where: 

• Additional unbudgeted expenditure funding is required; 
• When a grant is applied for on a regional basis. 

At times there is short lead time for External Grant Funding applications which does 
not enable details of the funding to be provided to Council prior to application.  Should 
this occur, the CEO or delegate will authorise the application.  If the External Grant 
Funding application is successful then a report to Council is required before the 
funding is accepted and any formal arrangements are entered into. 

Grants must not be applied for unless approval is obtained from one of the following: 

• Employees delegated to commit expenditure; 
• Council. 

Reporting 
An Information Report must be provided to Council for grant funding greater than 
$100,000 when: 

• External Grant Funding applications are successful or unsuccessful (including 
those applied for within employee delegations); 

• The scope of a project funded by a grant is changed to the extent that the 
agreed project outcomes are required to be renegotiated with the funding body; 

• External Grant Funding expenditure is complete. 

Assessment should be undertaken on all completed External Grant Funding to ensure 
the grant achieved the expected outcomes and objectives. 

Review of Policy  
This Policy may be amended at any time and should be reviewed at least every 
four years since its adoption or last amendment.  
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Availability of Policy  
This Policy will be available for inspection at the Council office listed below during 
ordinary business hours and available to download, free of charge, from Council’s 
internet site: www.elliston.sa.gov.au 

Customer Service Centre  
21 Beach Terrace Elliston 

Phone: 8687 9177  
Fax: 8687 9176  

Copies will be provided to interested parties upon request subject to Council’s Fees 
and Charges Schedule. Email dce@elliston.sa.gov.au 

http://www.elliston.sa.gov.au/
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