
District Council of Elliston 
Port Kenny/Venus Bay  

Meet and Greet 18 March 2020 

Update 

Thank you to the ratepayers in the Port Kenny 

and Venus Bay areas who attended the Mayor’s 

Meet and Greet on Wednesday 18 March 2020. 

Council can advise the following in response to 

the questions raised: 

Why has the Desal plant been canned? 

Following a review of potential costs to install  

reverse osmosis plants at Port Kenny and the Ve-

nus Bay Caravan Park, Council elected not to pro-

ceed with the project.  

It was also resolved to continue research toward 

providing a potable water supply to Port Kenny.  

One option being investigated is a reticulated water 

supply and Council staff have contacted SA Water 

management which has agreed to  

determine if extending the pipeline to Port Kenny 

and possibly Venus  Bay is a viable proposition. 

Council staff will continue  to liaise with SA  

Water and consider other possible solutions. 

 

How long will SA Water take? 

Council staff are confident that SA Water will work 

through this investigation promptly. 

 

What is happening in Venus Bay with the  

desal and waste water? 

A licence agreement for the Venus Bay Caravan 

Park to install its own reverse osmosis plant in  

Venus Bay and to supply water to Council was  

approved at the Special Council Meeting on 7 April 

2020.  

Council is currently working on a plan to address 

the issue and is waiting on the results of  

samples taken of the waster water. 

 

Would there be a benefit in working with the  

District Council of Streaky Bay, forming a  

water board or submitting a petition? 

Not at the moment. Let’s wait until the results of 

the SA Water investigation first and then  

perhaps consider these options. 

 

A petition has been forwarded to Council and 

what else can the community do about Telstra  

reception in Port Kenny and Venus Bay? 

The petition received by Council at the 17 March 

2020 meeting was sent to Peter Treloar MP to  

submit to the State Government.  

Council’s forwarding letter offered strong support of 

the petition. 

 

Can the drain at Port Kenny be made to look  

better? 

Council’s Works Manager has confirmed the  

area needs further landscaping. Council is also 

looking at designs which will direct stormwater to 

the sea. 

 

What development is intended for Port  

Kenny? 

Council would appreciated Feedback from the 

community on what they would like to see  

happen and what can be done to support current 

businesses and attract new business to the  

area . 

 

Can the area near the jetty be cleaned up to  

encourage tourists to stay? 

Ownership of the area is under the   

jurisdiction of the Department of Planning, 

Transport and Infrastructure and is not under 

Council’s care and control. 

 

What is happening with the Port Kenny  

Jetty? 

Council has been advocating for alterations/repairs 

to the Port Kenny Jetty and a method to remove 

the build up of seaweed, for a number of years. 

Council believes the causeway should be removed 

and the full length of the jetty be constructed out of 

timber. 

The situation was explained to the Premier when 

he visited Elliston earlier this year however there 

have been no further developments as yet. 

Council encourages members of the community to 

write to the Minister of Planning Transport and  

Local Government identifying the issues and  

history of the Jetty problems  to highlight the  

concern in the community. 
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Can anything be done to stop camping on the 

sides of roads? 

There are restrictions in camping around towns 

however overnight camping is difficult to monitor. 

Please contact Council with any concerns. 

 

Is grant funding available for shades at the Ve-

nus Bay and Port Kenny Playgrounds? 

The Open Spaces and Places for People grant 

funding has doubled and the closing date  

was extended to 9 April 2020. Council has  

applied for grant funding  for a number of  

projects including shades. 

 

What is the status of the concerns about the 

New Year’s Eve Party at Venus Bay? 

Dry Zones have forced groups out of towns and  

unfortunately into inaccessible locations.  

Following the 17 March 2020 Council meeting the 

Chief Executive Officer will liaise with SAPOL, 

SAAS and District Council of Streaky Bay to work 

out a plan for the 2020-2021 new year. 

 

Port Kenny Hall Update 

Ken Little advised a meeting of the Port Kenny  

Institute  Hall Committee will be held shortly about 

the future of the Port Kenny Hall.  

 

Can Council include footpath upgrades in the  

Budget? 

Council is obtaining quotes to construct a  

pathway from the township to the Port Kenny  

Caravan Park. It is anticipated work will be  

undertaken this financial year. 

However no funding has been allocated for  

footpaths in the 2020-2021 Budget.  

 

Why are some letters not tabled at Council 

meetings? 

Letters which refer to operational matters and can 

be dealt with by Council staff are not tabled at 

Council meetings. 

 

 

 

 

The Kenny Venus Progress Association 

thanked Elected Members and Staff for their 

support of the Port Kenny and Venus Bay com-

munities. 

 

 


