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PURPOSE 
Provide a street numbering policy that assists in the efficient location of properties. 
 
 
PRINCIPLES 
Prevent inconsistency, inadequacy and confusion by providing a street numbering system that is simple to manage, logical to 
users and uniform to all properties within the district towns and, where practical, conforming to the wider community 
consistent with Section 220 of the Local Government Act 1999. 
 
 
APPLICATION 
As permitted pursuant to Section 220 of the Local Government Act 1999. 
 
 
POLICY 
Start Point 
Street numbering for all streets should be based on determining the start point of the street which is determined by adopting 
the hierarchical system. 
 

1. Streets that run between streets of unequal importance, e.g. between a main road and a local road, the numbering 
shall start at the street of greater importance (a significant feature such as the sea would be the start point). 

 
 
 

2. Streets that run between streets of equal importance, e.g. between two local roads, the numbering may start at 
either end consistent to surrounding streets. 

 
 
 

3. The start point of each cul-de-sac shall be the entrance to the street and the numbers assigned shall be 
consecutive in a clockwise direction. 

 

Main Road Local Road 
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Numbering Patterns 
Once the start point has been determined, numbering away from the start point shall be determined according to the 
following: 
 

1. Even numbers should be allocated to the left-hand side working away from the start point and odd numbers to the 
right.  This pattern may be disregarded if it does not conform to the pattern of surrounding streets within the area. 
 

 
 

 
2. One street number should be allocated for each frontage of an allotment but additional numbers should be allowed 

for according to the development potential of larger lots.  The allocation may be varied when it is known that factors 
exist that affect the ability to sub-divide, e.g. title encumbrances. 

 

 
 

Note:  Every allotment should be given a number including reserves and drainage reserves etc. 
 
General 
Flats, Units and Other Multiple Occupiers 
 
Where land is used by multiple occupiers such as flats, units and shops, the individual occupiers are to be assigned a 
number to identify the individual occupier and the numbers shall ascend in the same direction as the numbers assigned in 
the street or, where appropriate, from the front of the street towards the rear.  For example, 1/21, 2/21 and 3/21. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Suffix 
Where it is necessary to adjust the existing street numbers to overcome anomalies, the method causing least inconvenience 
should generally be chosen.  Adjustments occasioned by development or redevelopment should be dealt with as follows: 
 

Even numbers (left side) 

Odd numbers (right side) 
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1. Where only one street number was previously allocated and a multiple occupancy arises it may be sufficient to 
allocate a suffix to each of the new occupancies.  For example, number 21 may become 21, 21A and 21B.  
Alphabetical suffixes shall ascend in the same direction as the numerical numbering of the street. 

 

 
 
 
2. Where only one street number was previously allocated and a land division arises it may be sufficient to allocate a 

suffix for all of the allotments subject to the land division.  For example, number 21 may become 21A, 21B and 21C.  
Alphabetical suffixes shall ascend in the same direction as the numerical numbering of the street. 

 

 
 

 
3. In all other cases, the use of an alphabetical suffix must be avoided and consideration given to renumbering the 

street. 
 
Alternative Address 
Alternative addresses are to be avoided.  The number assigned to a house or building shall be the number assigned to the 
allotment. 
 
Affixing of Numbers 
Affixing street numbers should be in a manner that assists in the confirmation of the arrival at a nominated address or, by 
inference, the direction and distance from the present position to the desired address.  
 
Numbers must be in a visible position and should be displayed on vacant land to aid in the location of other addresses on the 
same road. 
 
Any costs incurred by an owner of a property in displaying a number assigned to a property shall be borne by the owner. 
 
When the Council requests an owner of land to display the appropriate number for the owner’s building or allotment it must 
be displayed in a form directed or approved by the Council.  
 
The owner shall be given 28 days notice of a request to use the appropriate number.  
 
The form of the display may have regard to:  
 

1. Shape and size:  An address number signage should consist of either a number plate or an edge to edge join of a 
series of single numeral plates or could be neatly hand painted. The address number specifications (50mm X 
90mm) is the minimum required for a single numeral plate and may be enlarged if required. The numeral plate 
should be rectangular, 50mm X 90mm, with the long axis vertical.  

2. Colour:  Numbers should be readily readable, high contrast and reflective, easily distinguished both day and night 
from a moving vehicle. The preferred colours are the use of a non-reflectorised black lettering on a white 
reflectorised background.  

3. Numerals:  Numerals to be placed on the minimum size plate should be at least 75mm in height.  
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4. Materials:  The number sign should be constructed from aluminium sheet or from other material such as 
thermoplastic to withstand extreme weather conditions. Supporting material and its method of fixing or adhesion 
should exceed the minimum durability and service life properties for the material making up the numerals and the 
numeral background.  

5. Placement:   Number signs should be placed at address site entrances. For maximum visibility, number signs 
should be placed at least 1 metre above the ground. Number signs should not be placed on a gate.  

 
(Non-compliance with the Council’s request is an offence under the Local Government Act 1999 – Maximum penalty: $750; 
Expiation fee: $105.)  
 
Use of Incorrect Number 

Where an owner of land substitutes a number that is different to the number assigned by the council, the owner 
shall be given seven clear days written notice to remove the wrong number and to substitute the correct number at  
their expense.  
 
(It is an offence under the Local Government Act 1999 for an owner of land to adopt a number for a building or 
allotment that is inconsistent with the numbering system adopted by the Council – Maximum penalty: $2,500.)  
 
Incomplete Sub-divisions 
If a sub-division occurs in the middle section of what will eventually be a continuous street, an estimation should be made of 
the total number of lots likely to be created along the entire street, before allocating numbers for the section subdivided. 
 
Other 
1. Assignment of street numbers for individual allotments within a street resulting from a sub-division, building project or 

other isolated developments.  
1.1. Resulting from a sub-division of land.  

1.1.1. The numbers are to be assigned according to the requirements of this policy and the developers advised at 
the time of notifying the approval of the sub-division.  

 
1.2. Resulting from a building project.  

1.2.1. The numbers are to be assigned according to the requirements of this policy and the developers advised at 
the time of notifying the approval of the building works.  

 
2. Assignment of new numbers for the whole of a street or to a portion of a street that does not conform to 1. above.  

2.1. The Administration will prepare a proposed assignment of numbers for the street and notify the owners of the 
properties that the Council invites comment within 28 days.  

2.2. If objection to the proposed numbers is received from less than 20% of the owners of the properties in the street, 
the proposed numbers will be assigned and the owners notified in writing.  

2.3. If objection to the proposed numbers is received from 20% or more of the owners of the properties in the street, the 
Administration will prepare a report for consideration by the Council and advise the owners of the Council’s 
decision.  

  
3. All changes in assignment of street numbers will be notified, in writing, to the following organisations and 

instrumentalities:  
• Valuer-General  
• Australia Post  
• Australian Electoral Commission  
• Any other notification required by Statute or Regulation.  
• The Australian Gas Light Company (AGL)  
• ETSA Utilities  
• Origin Energy  
• Telstra  
• SA Water Corporation  
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Diagram #1 – 1:1 Scale illustration of number plate and numeral size.  
 

 


